
 

 

 

 

 

 

Jack Stacey Galvin, 1930-2007 
 

Artist, founding president of North York Masters Aquatic Club, past-president of Gwendolyn Park 
Tennis Club, painter, sculptor, Kiwi extraordinaire!  
  
Jack was born in Wellington, New Zealand and raised in nearby Wanganui where he developed his 
love of swimming and all sports. Losing his mother at a young age, Jack learned to be self-sufficient 
and began his lifelong skill of self-education. 
  
Leaving NZ in 1952, Jack met his bride-to-be, Lyla, onboard ship enroute to travel Europe. Married 
in London, England in 1953, they stopped in Canada on the way back to NZ and stayed for good.  
After leading the design effort for the "Indians of Canada" pavilion at Expo 67, Jack successfully ran 
his own design business for many years.  In 1969 Jack designed and built his family home in an 
idyllic valley of the west Don River.  
 
Jack's love of life was expressed in his vibrant paintings, woodcarvings, furniture, and other 
creations, as well as in his penchant for costume parties, singsongs around the piano or campfire, 
card nights, doing the haka, and midnight tobogganing. Musically gifted, he could play most 
instruments he picked up.  His enthusiasm, hospitality and good humour were legendary among his 
many friends and he was always the first to volunteer, whether for a new adventure or to lend a 
helping hand.  Jack was a lifelong good steward of the earth and a regular blood donor. 
  
After retirement, Jack and Lyla did not slow down.  They traveled, continued tennis and competitive 
swimming, and swam regular mornings at the Snow pool.  Jack took up downhill skiing at age 65 
and spent many wonderful days flying down the slopes - finally getting a helmet at 74!  Jack never 
lost the spark of youth or the twinkle in his eye.  Those who knew him, will remember him always. 


